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THE COPERATION OF COMPANY B, 3634 INPANTRY
(91st INPANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON
MT. MONTICELLI, ITALY, 14-18 SEPTHIMBER 19044
(NORTH APENNINES CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a lele Company Commander)

CRIENTATION

INTRODICTION

This monegraph covers the operation of Compaﬁy B,363d
Infantry,91lst Infantry Division in the Attack on MT.MONTI-
CELLI,ITALY 14-18 September 1944 during the breaching of
the GOTHIC LINE.

The major events, in sequence, Iimmediately prior to

‘this action will be discussed briefly for the purpose of
orienting the reader.

Operations of the U.3.Fifth Army and the British Eighth
Army early in September of 1943 resulted in the successful
invasion of the ITALIAN FENNINSTULA. (1) By 1 October, the
clty of NAPLES and the great port had fallen into the hands
of the U. S. Fifth Army. (2) The FOGGIA AIRFISLDS, the
maih objective of the British Eilghth Army, had been occupied
on the gsame date, .(3) Thus, the initial objectives of the
ITALTAN invesion had been achieved and the destruction of
the Axis Armies in TTALY was successfully under way. (See
Map A) |

The Fifth Army advanced rapidly through the German fort-
ified positions and up the boot of ITALY, capturing ROME on
4 June, LEGHCEN on 18 July, and by 23 July 1944 wae in pos-
session of the south bank of the ARNC RIVER on & 35 mlle

front extending from the sea to the ELSA RIVER, 20 niles

(I A-1, p. 8% £-6, p. 46 T
(2) A-s, p. 4.‘4; A-l’ po 36
(3) A-1l, pe 37
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west of FLORENCE. (4} The Eighth Army, sdvancing more slow-
1y then the Fifth Army, occupied FLORENCE south of the ARNO
on 4 August and completed the work of securing the remain-
der of the river line in the next few days. (5)

Once on the ARW(O RIVER, Fifth Army temporarily assumed
the defensive to permit a period of rest, regrouping, and
building up of supplies and supply lines, which was neces--
sary before a éoordinated sustained attack could be launched
acrogs the ARNO and ageinat the GOTHIC LINE. Té)

Heving landed in ITALY in June, 1944, the 9lst Infantry
Division entered combat just north of ROME on 12 July. Thse
newly indoctrinated Division, assigned to IV Corps of Fifth.

Army, advanced in!gtride, taking 1ts proportionate share of

objectives, resulting in the withdrawal of the Germans north
of the ARNO RIVER. Having reached the ARNO, the 91lat Divi-
sion was detached from IV'Corps and assigned to. II Corps for
the next offensive action. (B) (7)

On 12 September, after crossing the ARNO RIVER at FLO-
RENCE and advancing north for z distance of about 20 miles,
the 3634 Infantry had érossed the SIEVE RIVER, pushed the
enemyroutpost to the GOTHIC LINE back, and were poised in
front of the main defenses of MT. ALTUZZO &nd MT. MONTICELLI
—~—= two highly fortified strongholds in the GOTHIC LINE. (8)
 (39¢ Map B) |

3

© THE GBNERAL STITUATION

The GOTHIC LINE, 170 miles long, running generally east-

weat from coast to coast mcross Italy, was sited to take

(4) A.l » p.‘- 295 u-‘_‘ﬂ)—""‘ﬁ;‘g: -IS;A—QSH "
(5) A—l, Pe 295 (8) A_l, De 515; A-4, De 97
(6) A-1, p. 294 ’
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meximim advantage of the high, rugged APENNINE MOUNTAINS
and the limitéd roads across them. Construction of the
defenses began when the Fifth Army was still engaged in
breaking the WINTER LINE, approximately 200 miles to

the south.- The.work was performed under the direction of
the Todt ofganization by 15,000.Italians herded into la-
bor camps and forced to dlg antltank ditches, gun.emplace—
ments, machine gun and rifle pits, trenches, and person-
nel shelters. DNo single emplacemenf had been left unsup-
ported by adjacent egqually well-placed fortifilcations.
A1l positions were protected‘by énti-personnel.minefields
and barbed wire entanglements. No portion of the Jine
présented a favorable penetration point. (9)

Since landing in ITALY, the 9lst Division had fought
alﬁost continuously over rugged mountainous terrain, and
had received many casualties. However, replacements had
been received, and key personnel replécéd. A traiéing
period from 17 August to 5 September, during the regroup-
ing of the Fifth Army, alded replacements in gulekly ac-
quiring the fighting spirit of the battle-experienced vebt-
erans, and morale was high., Our uniﬁs were aporoximately
at full strength and were supplied sufficiently to meet
reguirements for any normal action, though front line dén
livery would be difficult oncé the troops were in the moun-
teins, dve to lack of roads beyond the lower slopes. On
" the other hand, the German troops facing the 91st Division
had for the most part been in combat mueh longer, and their
morale was somewhat lower, because of successive defsaﬁs

and forced withdrawals. The 4th Parachute Division alone

S

(BY B-1, 7. 3057 K8, oW
| | 5
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was responsible for most of II Corps attack zone. The div-
igsion was spread thin with no available reserves, It had
2ll three of its regiments in line; the 10th in the MT.

- PRASSINO area, the 1llth in the MT. GALVI£ area,and the 12th
parachute Regiment in the NT. ALTUZZO area. Taking these
things into consideration, the éombat efficlencyg of oub |
forces was somewhat higher than that of the opposing forces.
.However, their opportunity for préparing'strong fortifica= |
- tions, stockpiling supplies on the spot, and their determi-
nation for holding.at all costs promised a long,‘hard battle
for IT Corps troops. (10)

Pifth Army's plan for attack divided the operation into
two phases. In the first phase, II Corps would make the
main effort through the British 13 Corps and capture NIS.
MORELLO, SENARIC, dnd CALVATA, while 13 Corps was taking NT.
GIoVI. 1In the second phase, II Corps would breach the GO
TEIC_LINE‘at the FUTO PASS, later modified to IL GIOGO PASS.
Thirteen Corps on ;he right was to follow the axls of the
SAN PIERO IMOLA %gﬁﬁfto the gast of Highway 65. -During the
first phase of the attack, IV Corps was to simulate a cross-
ing of the ARNC RIVER on the left betweeﬁ ﬁT. PISANO and MT.

ALBANO, and be prepared‘to follow up &ny enemy withdrawals.

(11) (See Mep B)

I'4

In accordance with Fifth Army plan, IT Corps planned
to uge the 91st Division on the right and the 34th on the
left for securing the hill line aouth of the SIEVE RIVER,
and then introduce the 85th Division on the right to make

the penetration of the GOTHIC LINE on a narrow front in

e ——— e e Y na |

-

TIOY A-1, p. 813 end 314
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the vicinity of IL GIOGO PASS. The 88th Division was to
bé prepsred bo exploit any breakthrough. (12) (See Map B)

_ The 91lst Division planned to attack with two regiments
abreast, 3624 Infantry on the left and 363d on the rigﬂf,
with 361 in reserve. Successive objectives for the 3634
were ¥T. CALVATA and Highway 65'just,south of SAN PIERO;
for the 3624 Infantry, BIVIGLIANA and MT. SENARIO and the _
erea fron the SIEVE RIVER southwest to CARTCHE and to
TREBBIO. (13) (See Map B) |

Smooth development of IT Corﬁs attack wes hindered
both by weather and enemy withdrawals. A btwo-day rain 6
and 7 Sepberber csused the streams and the ARNO RIVER o
recch flood stage. More serious was the enemy withdrawal
which began the night of 5—6 September. The Germans yield-
ed the hill line scuth of the SIEVE RIVER without a strug-
gle, thus ending phase I of the operation. On 9 September,
General Clark ordered the beginning of rhase II of the
operation. Among other details, the boundary between II . -
__and'lﬁ“Corps wag shifted to a2 linse midwaﬁ between Highways
65 and 6521 to the SIEVE RIVER, and then continued north-
east aﬁpreximately two miles eagt of Highway 6524. (14)

In accordance with the Fifth Army order of ¢ September,
the 91st Division drew up new plans for the attacke. The
line of departure woculd be the lateral road running from a
point south of VABLIA to BIVIGLIAﬁO. The 36328 Infantry re-
lisved the 3d Brigade of the British lst Division just south

of BIVIGLIANO early on 10 September, and the 3624 Infantry

(12) a-1, p. 310; A-2, pe 41
(13) A-4, p. 92 and 93
(14) A-1, p. 310
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relieved the 2nd Brigade in the vicinity of VAGLIA. (15}
(See Map B) | |

The attack jumped off at daybreak. The advence was &
30 rapid that during the day further objectives of MT. AL-
TUZZO ahd MT. CASTEL GUERRINI were azssigned to 363d Infan-
try; and for the 3624, MT. CALVI, MT. ALTO, MT. GAZZARO,
and the FUTA PASS. The rapid advence continued until 12
September when, afpar erogsing the SIEVE RIVFR, the 363d
Infantry was slowed domn considerably by mortar and artil-
lery fire in front of KT. ALTUZZO and MT. MONTICELLI. (16)
(See Maps B and C)

DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF UHE lst BATTALION, 363d INFANTRY —

(See Mep C) |

On 12 September, the 1lst Battalion advanced north with
two companies abreast, Company B on the left genereally along
the SAN AGATA ROAD; and Gompeny A five hundred yards to the
right moving up & northwest-southeast &raw; and Company C
was in reserve. By 1030, Comrany B had reached the north
slope of FNONTACCIANICO. A Compeny had moved to the head of
the draw near HILL 443, and Company C ﬁoved 1ts reserved
position to CCWMPISANO, north of SAN AGATA. ‘From these posi-
- tiong, the lst Bzttallon plenned a coordinated night attack
with the 5d Battalion with the object of taking CASACCE on
the slope of. MONTIGELLI RIDGE during the night and keeping
continuous pressure on the enemy. The attack was to be led
by Gbmpany A followed by Company €, and Company B was to
guard the left flank from its present position since 3624

Infantry on the left was meeting great resistance from MT.

(I5) T&-%, p. 95 - —
(16) A-4, p. 95 and 97
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CALVT which was to the left rear of Company B. (17)

The top of MT. MONTICELLI was to be marked with white
phogphorus to aid Company A in keeping its direction through
the deep ravines during darkness. Company A found it impos-
sible to see the white phosphorus marker, which was masked
by high ground to the front. Lacking this gaidance and hit
hard by the enemy mortar and artillery defensive fires, Com-
pany A becsme disorganized. Heving lost 1ts path and not
.having heard from Company G, Company A withdrew to reorgan-
ize and reestablish contact. Here it was found that Compﬁny
C had also been hit by defensive fires and was unable to ad-
vance. (18) |

Lieutenant Colonel Woods (commanding lst Battalion) re-
organized the two companies after the night attack, and se-
1ectéd new routes to attzck CASACCE and the western ridge
again the next morning, 13 September, at 0800, Company B
was again to protect the still exposed left flank and attack
toward COLLE. Sending Captain Barry, his S-3, with Compeny
A on the left, Lieutenant Colonel Woods led Company C east,
then cut north up the trail along the western slope of POG-
310 AL féZZO, the companion ridge to POGGIO DI CASTRC which
" the third Battalion had taken. In the valley at the foot of
MT. MONTICELLI, Company A received a mortar barragejwhich
killed 5 men and wounded 17. The cqlumn dispersed.to take
cover in the gully, became disorganlzed, and was again with-
drawn for regrouping. \%lements of Company B on the left ad-
venced to MULINUCCIO. Company C was at POGGIO AL POZZ0

starting up MT. MONTICELLI when word was received by the

TT7Y "A-<5, p. 673 Personal Knowledge
(18) A-5, pe 673 Personal EKnowledge
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Battelion Commander from the Regimental Commander that ﬁhe
361lst Infentry, in reserve until this time, would be com-
mitted on the left between the 363d Infentry and the 362d
Infentry. The 2d B%EE?lion of the 36lgt Infantry was to
pass through Cogggﬁy B, éﬁﬂinté position west of NE. MONTI&
CELLI, and attack to the northeast, cutting off fthe enemy
to the immediate north of positions faced by lst Battalioﬁ,
363d Infantry. Lieutenant Colonel Woods was also told that

the 2d Battalion; 365d Infantry would go in on the right

—— ———— e
T

between 1st and 3d Babtalions, 363d Infentry. (19)

It was now evident that the 3634 Infantry had struck
_the main defenseé of the GOTHIC LINE, and that the enemy was
not going to give up without a hard, bloody battle. Lieut-
enant Colonel Woods returned to his Command Post to coordi-
nate plans for the coordinated drive against MT. MONTICELLI
on 14 September. The Company Commander of Company B was naf—
1fied that the Battalion Commander of the 24 Battaliocn,
361st Infantry and nis staff would report to Company B's
Command Post at 0400 on 14 September for orientation on the
current sltuation and make plans for passing his Bakttalion
through at 0600. Company B would then go into reserve. (20)

The 2d Battalion, 36lst Infantry, passed through Com-
pany B on schedule and the Company B troops were’ instructed
by their Compeny Commander to get all the rest they could
since they probably would be involved in the fight again be-
fore the day was over. (21) -

At 1000, Lieutenant Colonel Woods called the Company

TIST A5, p. 69; Personal Knowledge
(20) Personal Knowledge
(21) Personal Knowledge
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Commander of Company B, and instructed him that the 1lst
Baftalion in 8 planned coordinated attack would jumb off
at 1400 with Company B on the left, Company C on the right,
and Company A in reserve. Company B would attack from ita
present position toward HILL 797, aaptﬁre and secure the'_'
western ridge of NT. MONTICEILI in its section and be pre-
.pared to continue the attack. The lst Platoon of heavy ma-
chine guns from Company D would be attached end the Flatoon
Leader would report within 20 minutes. An artillery for-
ward observer and an 81 mm mortar observer would be sent

to Company Bfs Command Fost within one hour., The boundary
between oampanieé would be the draw running northeast up
the slope just east of BORGO, Company d being responslble
for the draw.

THE SITUATION OF COMPANY B

Company B, along with the other elements of 363d Infan-
try, had been in an assembly area nesr CERTALDO, ITALY from
18 August to 5 September for training, rest, recuperation,
and reorganization. During this perilod, Company B had re-
ceived replacements bringing the Compeny up to T/0 strength.
All men received plenty of rest, recreation, and relaxation.
The new nen quickly acquired the fighting spirit.through
their integrated training and association with veteran mem-
bers of The company. All_items of equipment, clothing, or
~supplies that needed it were fepaired or replaced. The ac-
tion since returning to the line on 6 September had been
light, and very few casualties had occurred. Morale was

good, and combat effectiveness was high. (22)

(22)- Personal Xnowledge
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MT. MONYICELLI, towering to a height of 3,000 feet,
is a long, steep béckbone ridge with a slope wh¥%eh fzces
south and runs northwest. zxuending south from the main
fidge and ccnnected to it by narrow saddles are the spura
of AL POZZ0 HILL on the west ahd.IEtCASTRO HILL on the‘east,
alcong which runs Higlway 6524. North of AL POZZ0O EILL, the -

~long arm of MT. MONTICELLT swings out to the west. Between

these ridges that g0 to the peak are steep draws worn by aged

eroding streams. On the western arm of MT. MONTICELLI, the
serub brush and a grove of chestnut trees near the farmhouse
.BORGO afforded the only concealment, and cover was almost
noﬁ—existent. In this aree only small foot trails go bevond
the lower slopes of NT. MONTICELLI. The steepness of the
slopes and tne lack of roads would make tie supply of troops
difficult once they advanced beyond the lower slopés. (23)

The defenses of MT. MONTICELLI wergbccupied by elements
of the 4th German Parachute Division. (24) |

It was typicel fall weather with warm, comfortable days
and chilly nights. The fall rains which usually come in
September had not yet started. Except for & two-day rain
6-7 September which had already dried up, no rain fell durilng
the pericd.

THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK (See Map D) (25)

The line of departure would be the streem running south-
east throﬁgh HULINUCCIO3 H-hour, 1400 hours'lé September 1944,
 The company plan of attack was to cross the line of de-

parture with two platoons abreast and move northeast straight

up the scuthwest slopes of the westerm arm of MT. MONTICELLI.

(34) B-B, p. 64; Personal Knowledge
(25) Personal Knowledge

iz
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The 1st Platoon on the left and 24 Platoon on the right

would lead the attack. The Weapons Platoon was to follow

the leadiug platoons st 200 yards and be prepared to go into

position to fire on targets of opportunity not covered by
the supporting weapons. The 3d Platoon would follow dir-
ectly behind The Weapons Platoon prepared to assist the
front line.platoons on either flank. |

The lsf Platoon of Company D heavy machlne guns would
suppbrt the attack with overhead fire from positions on the
northeast slope of HILL 535, When thelr fire became masked,
one section would displace immedlatsly to MT. MONTICELLI.
The artillery and 81 mm mortars would fire 20 minutes of-
preparatéry fires beginning at H~-hour minus 20 minutes cov-
ering all pre—detérmined.targsts and likely ﬁargetl. The

artillery would then shift to the base of the mounﬁain and

fire a rolling barrage lifting 100 yards every minute. The .

ieading platoons would follow this barrage at 100 yards. _

| The Compahy'Commander, along with the field artillery
and the 8l mm forward observeré, would initially occupy an
Observation Post on HILL 535. After the lead platoons had
gotten well started up the slopes of the western ridge of
MT. MONTICZLLI, the Company Commander would leave the Obser-
vation Pos®t and follow between the two lead plﬁtoons. The
artillery and 81 mm #lortar forward observers would remsin
at the Observation Posﬁ until their fires had been masked
and then report immediately to B Company Commender oﬁ the
western rildge of MT. MONTICELLI, The Compeny Administrative
Group would follow the 3d Platoon.

The route of evacuation and supply would be generally.

along the route of advance.
13
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Extre ammunition was brought up ahd distributed at the
time the lst Platoon of Company D's machine guns were dellv-
ered to Company B's Command Post. Each man had at least
two bandoleers of ammunition.

No rations were avallable for issue other than the re-
gulaf dailly delivery which had been 1ssued earlier in the
day. Additional rations wauld be brought up by =2 Battalion
carrying party that night.

Each platoon lesderts 536 radio was checked to see that
it wag in working order. The Company Commander bad his SCR_
300 radio for cammunication to Battalion and his 536 for
commﬁnication with platoon leaders.

All men Weré instructed to carry thelr blanket rolls
since delivery to positions on the mountalns would be im-
possible and the night air was sure to be chilly.

NARRATION3

THE FIRST DAY AND NIGHT OF THE ATTACK (26)

The lst Platoon on the left, led by Technical Sergeant
Charles J. Murphy, and the 2d Platoon on the right, led by
Lieutenant Bruno Rosellini, crossed the -line of deyarture
gbreast at exactly 1400 hours on 14 September 1944, follow-
ing the artillery rolling barrage.

Shortly after B Company crossed the line of departure,
the Germans succeeded in getting in on the Battalion SCR 300
channel. They put one of their English-speaking radio oper-
lators on, posing as C Cbmpany Commander, and complained that
friendly artillery was falling on his troops. The Commander

of Company B from his Observation Post could observe not onky

¥ T Personal knowledge of bthe asutnor is responsible for any
varietion in this narrative from 3634 Infantry Regimembtal
History.

(26) Personal Knowledge 14
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thé leéding platoons of his owﬁ company, but also the lead-
ing eleménts of Comapny C, and realized that &the message

was & fake one transmitted by the Germans. Neither B Com-
vany Gommander nor the ér‘t;illery'forward observer was able
to convinece the artillery commander, and fhe artillery
ceased firing. The Compeny Commander, no longer being able
to influence the action to any extenf'from his present pogi=
tion, left his Observation Post to join the advancing ele-
ments. At the time he reached the rear of the ist and 2d
Platoons, he found that Sergéant Murphy's Platoon had jﬁst
run into a mine field. Sergeant Murphy requested and was
granted permlssion to gulde his platoon around the mine
fleld to the right through the 24 Platoon's area,'ahd de-
ploy agaln on the far side of the mine field. Advancing
slowly against a hall of small arms fire and a shower of
artillefy and moriar barrages, the lst and 2d Platoons, us-
ing every fold and wrinkle in the ground for cover and con-
cealment, reached a position justdndrth of BORGO about ons
third of the way up the western slope of MT. MONTICELLI just
before dark. Here both Sergeant Mﬁrphy's and Lieutenant Ro-
sellini's Platoons came under grazing machine gun fire at
relatively close range. The lack of concealment coupled
with the expert job of camouflaging that had been done pro-
_hiblited observation for a long enough period.af time to lo=-
cate the guns. Every time a men would raise his head in an
effort to advance or to observe to the front to locate the
guns, he would réceive a burst of machine gun fire before

he had & chance to see anything. It was apparent that the
enerry mechine guns must be located and neutralized before

further advancement could be made.
: 15



" Casualties hed been heavy, and amﬁunition was running
dangerously low. The Company Commander, rea}izing that a
continued night attack had little chﬁnce‘for success with
the present state of émmunition supply, requested permiséion
to dig in and hold for the nieht to pefmit resupply of ammu-
nition and reorganization bf the lead plaﬁoons. His request
was .approved by the Battalion Commander, and the platoon
léaders proceeded to oréanize théir defense for the night
- and reorganize their platoons for an attack at 0600 hours
the next morning. The machine qun section was placed on the
left of the lst Blatoon to protect the left flank of the Com-
pany during the night. After the night defenses were set up,
Lieutenant John G. Kearton took -six volunteers from his 3d
Platoon and patroled to the front in an effort to locate the
machine guns which were holding'up the advance of the Compa-
Tny.‘ About 100 yards in front of the lead platoons, the pax
trol ran into barbed wire entanglements. Lisutenant Kﬁarton
ordered his men to cover him while he wormed his way 25
yards through the barbed wire, where he found himself at thé
base of a log-and-dirt entrance to a pillbox. Here the Ger-
mans detecﬁed Lieutenant Kearton and began tossing hand gre-
nades at him. However, he managed to work hils way out of
the barbed wire, gather up his patrol, and return with no
casualties to the Company areﬁ where he made'his'report to
the Company Commender. During the night, guides Weré sent
back to gulde the Battalion carrying party forward with am-
munition and retions, which were distfibuted upon reéeipt.
THE SEcoﬂf) DAY OF THE ATTACK (27)

The Battalion carrying party was late and the attack

{27) Persconal Knowledge
16
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1

couldkot e renewéa at the scheduled time.‘ However, by 0700
- hours 15 September, the Company had been reorganizsed, resup-
plied, and was ready to fenew the attack. Movement forward
proved too costly until the maechine guns which had held up
the advance the evening befors could be nsutralized. The
exact location.dffhe emplacement was pointed out to the Com-
.pany Commander by Lieutenant Kearton. Not having the emip-
ment in the Company to do the.job'against observed grazing
machine gun fire, the Companj Commander instructed gll men
to make the best use of the little cover avallable and the
fortificétion would be neutralized if possible with a 155 mm
gun using precision fire. The first round was thrown well
beyond friendly troops for safety reasons. The range ﬁas
shortened 50 yards at é time until a shell burst came within
vision of the Company Commander, &nd then the range was
shortened 25 yards'at a time until one shell blew the 1id
off the emplacement and breached the barbed wire.in front of
it. Lieutenant Roéellini, with 10 of nis men, immediately
rushed the emplacement, forcing the five Germans occupying
the underground compartment to surrender. %is Platoon was
~then rushed through the gap in the barbed wire in column,.
smd deployed to the risht on the far side. Sergeant Murphy's
Platoon followed, and deployed to the left.

With this obstacle out of the way, Company B was still
faced with enemy fire from their right and left flarks and
from the front. Compeny G on the right had been unsble to
advence more than a few yards beyond CASACCE, and the high
ground to the left rear of Company B had not yet been taken
by 24 Battalion, 36lst Infantry.

At this time, the enemy began throwing in more mortar

17
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and artillery fire on the lower salopes, cetehing the pear
elements of Company B and causing several casualties,among
which were the Company Executive Officer and the Artillery
and 81 mm mortar forward observersu These two forward ob-
servers had leftg thelr Observation Post end were on thelr
" way to joln the Compeny Commander in order to be available
~at the ﬁop of the ridge for the planuning and adjustment of
defensive fires agalnar the inevitabie German counteratiack
once the Company had reached its objective. The artillery
lialison officer and the 81 mm mortar platoon leader were
with the Battalion Commander at an Cbservation Post on MONT=
ACCTANWICO, in a position to adjust necessarf supporting fires
until néw Obseration ?osts cculd be establiished by the for-.
wérd observers.

The 1lst and 2d Platoons, using fife and mcvemﬂﬁt and
taking advantage of teprain availeble, doggedly worked their
way up thersteép slopes through a hail of indescribsble en-
emy fires., The Company mortar and machine gun sedtions as-
siéted the movement by fifing at bsrgets of ovpportunity not
.codgred by supporting fires and targets too close ©Tc be
fired on by artillery or 81 mm mortars.

By iSOO hours, the lead platoons had reached the com-
parative safety of a small embankuent about one foot high at
the left flank of Serggant Murphy's FPlatoon and gradually
tnereasing in height as it extended to the right at a slight
angle to tﬂe cresy of.the ridge until it was about three feet
hirh and 75 vards from the crest at the right flank of Lieut-
enant R&%ellini's Platoon. |

Sergeant.Murphy's Platoon fixed bayonets and assaulted

fhe cfest of the ridge which was only a few yards in front .
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of the left flank. His successful asssult routed the Cer-
mens from two dugouts, papturing five men. The Company Com-
mander with his radio operatdr immediately moved to this
ares where observaéion was good, and began to édjust artil-
lery fire 6n the withdrawing Germans and laying in defensive
fires. 1t was discovered that thé back side of the ridge
was vefy steep, and the Germans had constructed dugouts well

into the ridge with entrances from the rear and very narrow

glits at the top in front where the dugout ceme near the sur-

fece of the ground, thus enatiling them {0 plaoce theilr machine
guns in positlons impossible to locate even a short distanee
frcm the front. A typical emplacement on MT. MONTICELLI was
a dugout constructed of COndrete with threé feet of logé and
dirt for g roof. From the underground compartment a passage
wag tunneled to the front far enough to permlt the construc-
-tion of an appeture throusgh which to fire guns out of the
side of the mountain.

Lieutenant Rosellini's Platoon couldnot participate in
the assault with Sergesnt Murvhy's Plstoon, as Company C had
gtill not been able to advance more than & few yards beyond
CASACCE, thus exposing Lieutenant Rosellini's men to heesvy
fire from their right flank and right front.

The Company Commander!s optimism ran high a2s he watchﬁd
the Germars in what appeared to be a disorganized withdrawal
across the valley below through the artillery fire he was
adjusting. Suddenly Sergeant Murphy pointed out & group in
an area to the right reorganizing for & counterattack. Ar-
tillery fire had no sooner been adjusted on fhis grdup than
the Compery Commsnder with his radio was spotied and forced

back from his Observation FPost by machine gun fire, with no
19
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more serious damage than three holes through his radio.
However, the counterattack had been broken upe.

Realizing that ammnition was again running low, and
that the casualties suffered had cut the effective strength
of the Company down to 2bout 70 men, the Company Commandér
decided to move the 3d Flatoon to extend the right flenk
and to reinforce the position of the lst and 24 Platoons.
The ettached machine gun platoons had already displaced
forward, sn. their guns weve in firing position on the edge
of the embankment.
| The Company Commander transmitted a request to the Bat-
talion Gommandgr Tor & new radio battery, additional ammuni-
tion, and for reinforcements to strengthen the present posi-
tion of Company B and participate in further advancement.
The understrength Company wag in no condition to renulse
many counterattacks, mueh less advance farther againét heavy
resistance.

Seventeen men from Company A, conslsting of a light ma-
chine gun section, and riflemen under Lieutenant Ross A.‘

otaro arrived in time to participate in repulsing a counter-

.attack in strength at 1700 aimed exﬁressly at Sergeent Murphy's

position for the purpose of retaking the dugouts the CGermans

hed lost. The counterattack was repulsed only by the calm,

effective leadership of Sergeant Murphy and Lieutenant Notaro.

Again at 1800 hours the Germaens launched a second coun-
terattack, this time a flanking move from the left which was
also stopped before 1t gained momentum, principally by the
men of Company A, who had been placed to protect the left

flank after the first counteratitack.
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The next countérattack, preceded by artillery and mor-
tar pfeparatory fire, came in strengfh at 2000 hours as a
frontal asssult on Company B,pdsifions. The Company Comman-
der of Compeny B called for the supporting fires of the 8l
. mm moftars, the artillery, and ﬁhe.cannon caompany, Wwhich
had been registered in just after the lst Platoon's assalt

on the crest of the ridge. Minor adjustments of the prear-
| ranged fires were made drawing them closer to Company B's
position, in fact, so close that an occasional round would
fall In the Company afea. The men, worh down by the brutal
fighting imposed by the Germans, were not complaining. They
ﬁere willing to take & chance on anything that was likely |
to stop the onrushing Germans.

Sergeant Earl] R. Conn, machine gun sgquad leader in the
platoon of heavy machine guns attached from Gompaﬁy D, Imme-
dlately tcok over the number 1 gun and began firing 2t a |
squad of advencing Germans and at two ememy dugouts to the
right front which had opened fire with the attack. Wwhen a
plece of shrapnel frqm a mortar shell destroyed the tripod,
Conn placed thé gun on the embankment and malntained a steady
stream of fire at the attacking Germans. When another pilece
of shrapnel completely destroyed the gun, Conn grabbed a
‘nearby M 1 Rifle and continmied to fire. The heavy fire de-
livered from all along the line of Company B was taeking a
terrific toll of the advancing enemy, some of whom were com-
ing so close that when hit their momentum carrieé them on
into Compeny B's position. All men had their béyonets fixed
for close combat, but no live Germans got that far. On the

left flank, the charging Germans were being stalled off by
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Lieutehant Notaro's and Sergeant Murphy's men firing contin-
uously and throwing'ﬁand grenades. ,Sergeant Higdon, section
lesder of COmpany A light machine guns, cradled a machine

gun in his arms'and charged into the onrushing Germsns, fir-
ing &s he went. He completely routed fhe attack énd sent

the fleelng Germens back screaming for him to cease firing».
When the eneny fled, Higdon, having been wounded three times,
managed to make all but 30 yards back to his position, where
he fell. #hen his comrades reached him a few minutes later,
he was dead. | |

The attack had been repulsed with a heavy toll tazken on
both sides. Sergeant Nurphy, realizing that the few men he
had left would not last long in their present exposed pogil-
tion against another counterattack, requested and was granted
permission to move his men slightly to the rear and fto the
rig t, clcser to the 2d Platoon. Notare remeined in his po-
sition for the night. ﬁmmunition was Qollected_from thé dead
and wounded and redistributed in order to partislly solve the
problem of the diminished supply of armmunition.

During the night of 15-16 September, there were no more
than 40 yerds between the Germen lines and Company B's lines.
The Germans kept & flare in the alr continuously during the
night, and there was & constant exchange of small arms fire
and hand grenades.

At 0400 on 16 September, the men who were sent back
eaflier in ‘the night for supplies arrived with a supply of
ammunition end & new battery for the radio which had not yet
gone out in spite of the three holes through it. The Batta-

lion plan of getting supplies to the Company with a Battalion
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carrying party was falling to work.

The ammmition was distributed, and an attempt was madé
to evacuate all the wounded bhefore daylight. The task proved
too great for the two litter-bearer teams which had been at-
tached to the Company at the begimming of the operatibn.

The large number of cagualtieg received and the long haul
over rugged tefrain created more work than was physically
possiyle by two litter-bearer teams.

Meanwhile, since the first of the counterattacks hed
been repulsed the previous aftern@on, Company C had advanced
up the slbpe behind and to the right of Company B, and after
passihg through a minefield and overcoming some oppositiaﬁ
which had been bypassed by Company B, errived at a point on
the slope 200 yards to the rear.Of Company B, where they dug
in and_éet up their own and attached mechine guns from Com-
pény D,

| Late in the evening of the 15th, Company G, then loca-
ted near CASACCE, had been ordered to move up and f£ill the
unprotected gap between Company B's right flank and Compeny
FP's left flank; Guides had been sent back by Company B to
gulde the reinforcements up. The company arrived and was in
position slightly to the right rear of Company B by dawn.
Company G was attached to the lst Battalion..
THE SITUATION ON THE THIRD DAY OF THE ATTACK

At dawn on the 16th, the men of Company B were lured
into a false hope for a slight letup in activity by the lull
in firing. At 0645, enemy machine guns and small arms.fire
opened up sgain. The Company Commander, in an attempt to
get where he c.uld observe.and édjust artillery fire on the
machine guns, was shot through the right shoulder. Command
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of the Company was bturned over to Lieutenant Rosellini,
‘and the Company Commander was evacuated. (28)

The left flank of Company B was now the most vulner-
able spot, and this was known by the enemy, as evidenced
by his fepeated atviacks against it. The enemy had re-
entered the emplacements which Sergeant Murphy's Pla toon
had previously taken and found untenable. Sergeant Mufphy,
with the remaining 17 men of his Platoon, again reorganized
his position to protect the left flank by shifting pesi-
tions and piacing meﬁ in foxholes vacated by casualties.

In an effort to further strengthen his-position, he took
“a mortar squad which had fired all of 1ts ammunition and

fbund no more obtalnable, using them as riflemen. (29)

Among the mortarmen placed on the left flank as rifle-

meh was Private First Class Oscér G. Johnson, who later was
~awarded the Medal of Honor for his sction. VWhen the enemy
résumed its counterattacks at dewn, putting its main effort
again on the left flank, Johnson coolly occupled his posi-
| tion, standing at times to get a better view, maintaining

o ateady stream of fire at the Germans. During lulls in
firing, he gathered all available weapons and ammunition
from dead and wounded soldiers and stacked them near hils

position. When one weapon would fail to function or run

out of amrmnition, he would pick up another and contlnue his

fire. At times he found it necessary to dlsassembls one to
get working parts for another. (30)
Purther advance of Compsny B on the 16th was made 1lm-

possible by an enemy determined to destroy the Company or

{28) Personal Knowledge
(29) A-5, p.76; Statement o $zrgeamt Murphy,30 October 1944
(30) A-5, p.76 24
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force 1t off the ridge. The severe fire and infiltration
tactics.sﬁpported by mortar fire and grazing machine gun
fire frqm the crest of the ridge continued all day. Twice
men had been taken from other eritical positions of the
line to help Johnson, the oﬁly{remaining member of the or-
igiﬁal group which hed been placed in.position to protect

the left flank. Lieutensnt Kearton had been serlously

wounded shortly afier the Company'Commander had been evacu-

ated. (31)
Company B, now down to a strength of about 50 men com-
manded by Lieutenant Rosellini, the only officer left in

the Company, wes in no condition to do more than make an

effort to hold the ground gained until action could be taken

olsewhere in the line to relileve the pressure. (32)

ZHE STTUATION ON THE 4th DAY OF THE ATTACK

At dewn on the 17th, two Germans with a white flag came

out of an emplacement on the crest of the ridge. A cease

fire order was given and the two Germans came down to the

slope as if' to surrender. They were met by Lieutenant Rosel-

lini. The one identified himself as the Commanding Officer

of the troops facing Company B. He requested a truce until

- 1100 hours for the purpose of evacuating the many wounded on

each side. Lleutenant Rosellini immediately got in touch

with Basttalion to get a decigion on the request. Some time

later, Lieutenant Rosellinil was notified that the request
~wag disapprovsd. Meanwhile, a group of 24 German soldiers
who were not.informed of the proposed truce saw thelr Gom-

manding officer approaching the American line and aséuming

.

{3I) “Statement of Sergeant Murpny o0 October 1944
(32) Statement of Sergeant Murrhy 30 October 1944
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that he was going to surrender, raised their hands and came.
down the siope to_the left flank of Company B where they
were taken prisoner. The German Commander, seeing that
severel of his men had surrendered, decided to give himself
up. (33)

Over Lo the right in the remasinder of thé 3634 Infantry
sector, every rifle company in the Regimeﬁt had at some time
or other during the ﬁast three days tried to flght its way
' to the top of MT. MONTICELLI, only to be beaten back, suf-
fering heavy casualties. Now all-Béttalions were on line
with their diminished companies, still butting their heads
against a wall of fire. (34)

An assault at 1530 hours toward the orest of MD. MONTIf
CELLI just to the right of Company B by Companies E and G
had cost Company E seveﬂ killed, 27 wounded; Compény G, 25
killed aﬁd 32 wounded. Captain Cénley was the only officer
left in Company G, while Company E had nd officers. Lleuten-
ant Rosellini, the last officer in Company B, had been killed
ag he attempted to return to his Command Post after coording-
ting with Captain Conley to support G Company's assault by

fire. (35). | _
| Captain Cénley took command of the remnants of Companles
B, G, and E, and'organized them into one unit because there
were”nof_enough left of any one of the. Companies forrinde-'
' pendent action against such resistence. (36)
The many wounded men lying around the ares couldbot be .

evacuated until after dark because the litter bearers had

133) Statement of Sergeant Vurphy 50 October 1944

(34) A-5, p. 77 and 78; 3tatement of Sergeant Murphy 30 Oct 1944
(35} A-5, D. 83 ~

(36) A-5, p. 84
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also become‘casualtiés In their attempts to evacuaté the
wounded. (57). _ |

After dark on 17 September, while the wounded were
8till being evacuated, Company ¥, 36lst Infantry, which
had been attecking west and north of the 3634 Infantry,
we.s ﬁttached to the lst Battalion to protect‘the still ex-
nosed flank of Company B where heavy casualtiés were still
occurring and where Private First Clags Johnson was still
holding for his third sleepless night. The Company, gui-
ded by men sent back from Company B, afriVSd in position
on the left flank at 0550 hours on the morning of 18 Sepb-
ember. In an asssult on the same emplacements Sergeant.
¥furphy had teken and found untenable, F Company captured

two prisoners and found that the other occupants had been

- withdrawn shortly before the attack. Elements of the 3d

Battalion farther to the right had attained the peak of MT.

MONTICELLI lete on the afternoon of the 17th. (38)

MT. MONTICELLT had fallen, though a high price ih lives
"~ had been paid.

To sum up the results of this battle: Company B, 363d

Infantry, while it failed by a few yards in capturing and

foccupying its objective, did succeed in disledging the enemy

from the mountain in its sector. Sompany Bls attack cost
the enemy a high price in lives and forced him to expend
large amounts of ammunition and material which might well
have been directed élsewhere in defense of his line. His

losses, though not definitely enumerated because there was

T37Y A-5, p. 64
(38)  A-5, p. 85; Statement of Sergeant Murphy 30 October
1944
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no way of determining the number evacuated, are kmown to
be much greater -than our own. Private First Class John-
son alone was credited with killing forty Germans. Af-
ter the mountain had been secured, the lst Battalion Com-
 mander counted 150 enemy dead in the area 1in which Com-
pany B had made 1ts attack. A total of 40 prisoners had
been taken by B Company. Company B's losses totaled 14
killed and approximetely 126 wounded. Though the total
amount and types of ammanition expended 1s mot known, a
further indication of the heavy fighting on MT. MONTI+ |
CELLI is brought out by the fact that Cannon Company

alone firéd 700 rounds in defense of Company B during |
the ccgnterattack at 1700 on 15 Septémber, and the artil-
lory fired 4000 rounds on 17 September to prevent serious
counterattacks on K Compsny until the peek of MT. MONTI-
CELLI could be occupied in strength. .(39)

The following wire received by the 91st Infantry Dlv-
ision Cormander frcm General Keys expressed his gatisfact-
ion‘on the capture of MT., MONTICELLI:

"Congratulations upon the capture
of Monticelli stop the successful ac-
complishment of this tough assipgnment

~ig fitting tribute to the dogged deter-

?in?tion and courage of the 91lst stop"
40 :

(39) A-3, pe 101 and 110; A-5, p. 74; Statement by Lieut-
enant Colonel Woods 30 Octcober 1944
(40) A—S, Pe 55,
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| ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. THE PLAN OF ATTACK *

(PR -

The plan of attack was a sound and good one. - It is
believed logical to assume that the attack, ﬁad it been
carried out according to plan, would have resulted in-Com—
pany B's accomplishing its mission the first day of the at-
~tack. However, the enemy's success iﬁ altering the plan
t§ the extent of étopping the rolling barrage with a fake
message resulted in slowlng up of the attack. With.the
rolling barrage stoppred, the enemy waé allowed to get his
head up, observe and place aimed small arms fire on the
leading,eiements of Company B, infliecting heavy casualties,
Weakening the company; and. slowing up the advance by forc-

ing the troops to make maximum use of the cover avallable.

2. COHDQCT OF THE ATTACK |
The atteck jumped off on time and by.employing fire
and movement progressed at & relativelj‘good spaed, congid-
ering the résistance meﬁkand the nature of the terrain over
which advencement was necessary. It is believed that, had
reinforcements or reserves been ilmmediately avallable at
1500 hours on 15 September when Company B reached the vici;
nity of the crest of KT. MONTICELLI and Sergeant Murphy's

Platoon dislodged the Germans from thsir last feoothold in

a small portion of the liné, the battle would not have lasted

four days. Compeny B hed been depleted to the extent that

it was not capable of deliverihg the final punch which would -

have rendered a counterattack by the enemy lwpoasible. The
reinforcements sent from Comrany A were too few in number

and did not arrive in time. As & result, the attack was
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stopped and the enemy was allowed to chip away at the al-
- ready diminished Company B for another three'days, cauging

additional loss of Llives.

3. THE FAILURE OF ADJHCENT_UHIES T0 ADVANCE

| The_fiilure-of units on the flanks of Company B to
advance aggressively foward fheir objectives resulted in
the position of Company B's becoming a salient which drew
all available firés.” The failﬁra of Company C %o kKeep
abreaét of Company B on the right permitfed the eﬁemy to
place observed flanking fire on Company B's troops and
their supply lines to the rear. The 36lst Infantry’s slow
‘advance on the left flank permitted the enemy to make coun-
terattsck after countefattacﬁ against Company‘B's left
flank. Hed these adjacent units pressed the atteck against
the enemy with the same vigor and agaressive determination
that CompanyBdid, ﬁ:iSLbelieved that the GOTHIC LINE would
have been broken in ruch less time and with a great maﬁy
fewer casualtles.

4. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

The supply of small srms ammunition constituted a ser-
ious problem. Several times during the operations, ammuni-
tion became dangerously low.- Had there been sufficiént am-
munition available when the ‘advance of Company B wés stop-
ped in the late afternoon of 14 September, it 1s believed
thaﬁ'a push forwesrd in s night attack’might have been suc-
cessful. Seversl times it became necessafy to send 111~
spafed men backrfor ammunition and'supplies. The original
plan of supplying the Company by esrrying partiés from

Battalion was & good one. However, the inevitable Incidents
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of men getting lost or being hit by the. enemy concentrations

of high angle fire greatly altered the plan.

5. ENEMY INFORMATION

In makinﬁ a study'of-this oporation, 1t is my opinion
thes the exsct location of the GOTEIC LIN' was not 'mown
until after the enermy had inflicted heavy casualties on
the atteckine elements. Front line troops did.not kmow
the locatien or type of obstzcles to be encountered in or-
der that adequate steps could be talken to insure a timely
and'efficient method of meutrzlizing them. Furthermore,
the failure to accurately estimate the enéwy strength pre-
sented a éreat problem to front lire troovs. It‘is diffi-
cult to determine juat how thié situation could havé been

improved. The enemy had withdrawn without putiing up much

resistance, thus almost eliminating the capture of prison-

ers for Interrogation. Some of the prisoners taken had
been brought to Italy recently and asctuelly knew nothing

gbout the construction of the GOCTHIC LIwHE. Camouflaging

had been so efficiently adcomplished that serlsl photographs

failed to revesl the much-needed informztion. Had the neces--

gary information been svailable so thet full adventage

in en initial ell-out assault before the enemy was ellowed
to chip away at the essamulting elements, the battle would
have ended sooner with fewer casusliies.

6+ LWENY POSITIONS

It is difficult to imagine how & position organized
L]

as thoroughly a&s MT. MONUICELLI could be penetrabed. Every

pillbox or dugout was placed so as to give mtual support

3l

could have been teken of the available fire-power and “roops
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to fhe adjacent ones. They were so well constructed that
neﬁtralization was possible only by enterling the émplaée—
ment and forcing the Germans out. The nature of the ter-
rain permitted large sectors of gr&ziﬁg Tire frém practiF
cally every emplacement. - The pogitions were further pro-
tected by bands of barbed wire and mine fields. The lack
~of cover and concealment availabie'to attacklng troops per-
mittéd maximim effectiveness of the well-placéd weapohs.

7. FREPARATORY FIRES

The 20 minutes of preparatory mortar and ertillery
fire before the attack éerved only to force the enemy inside
his dugouts and ﬁarn him of a coming attack. Aé soon‘as the
preparatorﬁ fires céased,_he came oub of.the lower compart-
ments of his dugouts unharmed; réady to man his weapons.
Not.a singlé emplacement was neutraslized by the twenty min-
utes preparation fired before the attack began. The effect
of artillery fire on enemy occupying underground emplace-
ments was broughﬁout by the preciésioﬁ fire‘of a 155 gun
on the position halting Company B's attzek on the afternoon
of 14 September. After the 1id had been blown off the dug-
out, five unharmed Gefmans were routed out.
LESSONS |

'C\J}i\ 1. Proper precautions should be taken aﬁainst the suc-
L . R . .
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cess of any attempt of the enemy to alter a plan of attack

ageinst his defenses.

2. Initial successes must be rapldly exploited either
by the attacking unit or by reserves if full advantage 1s
to be galined énd rnomentum of ﬁhe attack maintained.

Se Attacking‘units'must press vigorousiy end aggressively
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forward in their assigned zones in order to accomplish &
mission in the minimem time with e minimum of casualties.

4, The movement of supplies ——~ ammunition, food, and
water — to,ﬁhe front line soldiefs mist be a cohtinudus_
oneration.

5. An gll-out effort must be made to obtain and fur-
nish. to the front line troops eccurate locations of enemy
troops and defenses. |

6. Tﬁe strongest defenses can be penetrated by o de-
termined, well disciplined,'éhd well trained a%tacker.

7. Preperatory artillery and mortar fire is ineffective

against & well dug-in enemy with overhead cover.
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